Gritty

Let me begin by saying I am doing something for the very first time in twenty years of
preaching. I am copying someone else’s sermon. It’s not Ai or copy and paste. Before you throw
stones let me explain. A couple weeks ago at the Foursquare Annual Conference, Nikki and I
heard a message from Pastor Becky Johnson (who is the lead pastor of Jesus Culture in
Sacramento). It was one of the most moving and most powerful sermons I have heard in a long
time. I wanted to share the sermon video with everyone here and on social media, but copyright
laws wouldn’t allow me to. After a lot of prayer, I decided that I would take her sermon to
leaders and rebrand it for us today. I have taken the main points of her sermon and wrote a
sermon from scratch in my own way. So, I guess you can say this sermon is based on a true
story...much like the movies. Let’s pray.

I want to remind you this morning that you and I hold a high calling in this life. You and I are
minsters of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and it shouldn’t be taken lightly. There is no higher
calling on this planet than to serve Jesus as a minister of the Gospel. Ou don’t need a degree or
experience on a church staff. You salvation and the anointing of the Holy Spirit to be effective in
this life for the glory of God.

We are living in a defining moment in history. Some are saying that we are living through what is
called a “silent revival.” If you didn’t know, right now Gen Z is the largest generation of people
attending church and evangelizing. Bible sales are higher than they ever have been in history.
You could say that we are headed toward a mighty move of God. However, we need to be careful
with the word revival. Revival is a buzzword. It gets used all the time for many different things.
Back in the day, a revival was a week of meetings after farmers were finished with the harvest.
They were so focused on reaping the harvest they missed church for several weeks, so they
needed to be “revived.” But revival is so much more. Even the outpourings at Asbury University
or Southeastern University were not true revivals but only a taste of what is to come. Real revival
is when culture and laws are transformed through the glory of God. And to see revival in our
land we are going to need two things. The first is an unbroken fellowship with the Lord and the
second is the title of today’s message...Grit. Without spiritual grit we go from builders in the
faith to simply managers. Has anyone here ever been a manager. Becky Johnson said that when
she was a manager at Starbucks it didn’t keep her up at night. When she clocked out, she
mentally checked out. She didn’t care about the future of Starbucks. But in the Kingdom of God,
we are not called to manage what God has given us; we are called to build what He leads us to.

Some of us in this room have lost our grit. Maybe you endured a trauma, church hurt, stupid
person or something else that caused you to go into autopilot and value comfort over calling. The
Bible is filled with stories of people God called out of comfort and into revival. Today we are
going to look at a story that I believe will set up the ingredients we need to develop spiritual grit
that will position us to partner with God to see revival in our day and in our land. If you have
your Bibles please go with me to the first book of the Bible, the book of Genesis beginning in
chapter 26.



12 Now Isaac sowed in that land and reaped in the same year a hundredfold.
And the Lord blessed him, 13 and the man became rich, and continued to grow richer until he
became very wealthy; 14 for he had possessions of flocks and herds and a great household, so
that the Philistines envied him. 15 Now all the wells which his father s servants had dug in the
days of Abraham his father, the Philistines stopped up by filling them with earth. 16 Then
Abimelech said to Isaac, “Go away from us, for you are too powerful for us.” 17 And Isaac
departed from there and camped in the valley of Gerar, and settled there.

18 Then Isaac dug again the wells of water which had been dug in the days of his father
Abraham, for the Philistines had stopped them up after the death of Abraham, and he gave them
the same names which his father had given them. 19 But when Isaacs servants dug in the valley
and found there a well of flowing water, 20 the herdsmen of Gerar quarreled with the herdsmen

of Isaac, saying, “The water is ours!” So he named the well Esek, because they contended with
him. 21 Then they dug another well, and they quarreled over it too, so he named it Sitnah. 22 He
moved away from there and dug another well, and they did not quarrel over it; so he named it
Rehoboth, for he said, “At last the Lord has made room for us, and we will be fruitful in the
land.” 23 Then he went up from there to Beersheba. 24 The Lord appeared to him the same night
and said, “I am the God of your father Abraham; Do not fear, for I am with you. I will bless you,
and multiply your descendants, For the sake of My servant Abraham.” 25 So he built an altar
there and called upon the name of the Lord, and pitched his tent there, and there Isaac's servants
dug a well. — Genesis 26:12-25 NASB1995

In the ancient near east, digging a well was not a way to save on utilities. How many of us would
love to have a natural well and not pay a water bill? In Isaac’s day a well was a major thing.
Digging a well was laying claim to the land. I was saying, “this land is mine.” Not only was a
well something important physically, but it also serves as a symbol for what we are to do
spiritually. First, we need to understand that wells don’t dig themselves. There is a popular
website for preachers called “Sermon Central.” A preacher can type in a topic and see thousands
of sermons other pastors have posted to get ideas. If you go to that website, I can guarantee you
there will be an ad as to how Al can help write your sermon. We are living in an outsourcing
culture today. The bottom line is that virtual wells will not satisfy spiritual thirst. There is no
anointing in Al. If we are not careful this current church culture will slip into a Corinthain culture
where the people value craft over anointing. As ministers...remember I am talking about you, we
are called to dig in deserts that produce living water for thirsty souls.

This morning, we need to be reminded that if you didn’t have a well in ancient times, you didn’t
have life. Without a well people die, livestock die, and future generations never come into
existence. We cannot get to a place where we stop digging. If we stop digging our wells will get
filled up with “earth” and I am speaking metaphorically here. I believe it was Leonard Ravenhill
that said, “90% of churches today can leave the Holy Spirit out and the order of service would
continue as if nothing happened.” Friends, it is not just the pastor or a charismatic figure that
needs to dig. Every one of us are called to dig wells for our intimacy, for our families, and for
revival.

Now I know I am being heavy handed right now but remember this is not my sermon so blame
pastor Becky...just kidding. Here is the good news. The good news is that we don’t have to
fabricate a well. The water is there. All we have to do is dig. In the same way that Jesus



accomplished everything on the cross for us...all we have to do is believe. The sobering thought
is that God won’t force us to dig. He will provide all the water we need but He won’t force us to
dig. Sometimes the only thing stopping God’s promise for your life is you. Now, I am not saying
you are evil and doing something wrong. What I am saying is that somehow you lost your grit to
dig. Sometimes we get to a place of such discouragement and cynicism that we refuse to dig.
Remember that this is all spiritual. The devil cannot destroy you period. The devil cannot stop
God’s promises period. But the devil can steal your grit. It is why there is so much warfare
around our passion. So, today I want to share with you what Pastor Becky encourage 3,00
leaders a couple weeks ago with. If you are taking notes, please fill out point number one. The
first thing that steals our grit is:

POINT #1 — Complacency.

It is no surprise we live in the most comfortable generation is history. We forget that we are
riding on the lineage of believers who were burned at the stake to possess a single page of the
Bible. People who said yes to Jesus and literally gave up everything for His glory. They were
bold in the face of death and relentless against opposition.

How do we get to complacency? It begins with comparison. We compare ourselves with other
Christians and other churches. Social media has been such a tool of the enemy to drive
comparison and kill grit. I’ve been so of comparison, and I thought I was actually doing
something right! I would get cynical about mega churches and seeker sensitive churches. Rather
than make the changes I needed in my own ministry, I focused on what was wrong with all the
other ministries. Not only did the Lord convict me of comparison but He convicted me on my
busyness. Just because I am busy doesn’t mean I am building. I can be very busy but all I am
doing is managing.

We saw in the Scripture we just read that Isaac was rich. He was not just rich but very rich. It
would have been easy for Isaac to give up digging and just relax. But Isaac’s prosperity didn’t
dictate his need to dig and dig again. You see, the main definition of complacency is that you are
satisfied with the current situation and unbothered. How could we be satisfied when prisons are
to capacity, drug addicts roam the streets, and people can’t make up which gender the want to
be?! You and I have a lot of digging ahead of us and let me tell you it will be worth it. We cannot
get stuck in past victories and convince ourselves that we can stop digging. Otherwise, we will
be in danger of what the prophet Haggai says:

5 Now therefore, thus says the Lord of hosts, “Consider your ways! 6 You have sown much,
but harvest little; you eat, but there is not enough to be satisfied; you drink, but there
is not enough to become drunk; you put on clothing, but no one is warm enough; and he who
earns, earns wages to put into a purse with holes.” 7 Thus says the Lord of hosts, “Consider
your ways! 8 Go up to the mountains, bring wood and rebuild the temple, that [ may be pleased
with it and be glorified,” says the Lord. — Haggai 1:5-8 NASB1995

POINT #2 — Disfunction



You know what is amazing? Many believers today have no grit for revival but have plenty of grit
for their own projects. Pastor Becky made me laugh so hard because she said, “Can I be honest
right now? I feel I am going to offend a lot of people...do I care? Yes...no...I don’t know.” She
said, the sad thing is that many pastors are spending so much time on a podcast for all of ten
listeners. Hours filming, editing, polishing, spending money on equipment. She rebuked it
saying, “You are spending days on a podcast no one is listening to and then Ai your sermon?

The reality is that we will put effort in what we think is important or what we like. When we face
opposition, offense, or difficulty we stop putting effort into digging. Verse 22 of our text this
morning says something very powerful. After all the fighting over the wells verse 22 says

POINT #3
POINT #3 — Disappointment

Verse 19 — Isaac dug in the valley. Valleys are symbolic of low points in life or times of lack.
When you are a fire breathing Christian you better be ready for some times in the valley. You
will be betrayed. You will be gossiped about. People will assume the worst about you. Let me
just confess as a pastor who has preached the Gospel for over 20 years, I have had so many times
where I cried out to God saying, “I don’t want to dig anymore!” It’s too painful, I don’t have the
strength anymore, these people are so annoying.” And when we get to that place, we stop praying
big. We stop trusting God. We stop dreaming and we slip into maintenance and managing mode.

EXAMPLE — How did they physically dig wells back in Issac’s day?

In disappointment we can say, “I’ve done so much work, and someone just stole it.” Or “my well
collapsed.” Isaac could have thrown himself a pity party and given up. We see the Prophet Elijah
do this after he called down fire from heaven. One little death threat from a wicked queen and he
is in the desert begging God to take his life.

Look up the root words of the names of the wells.

Isaac kept digging and he had to move into more and more hostile land.

You don’t get to choose your assignment. This is not about building a large church, a big social
media following, or your personal destiny. This is about putting on display the glory of Jesus
Christ that the nations would be saved.

Do you know what your reward is for digging a well? You get to dig another well. In America
you arrive and retire so that you can enjoy the American Dream. In the Kingdom of God there is

not retirement. There is another well. When does it all stop? When you get to heaven.

Here’s the thing...not every season is going to be glamorous but every season is for His glory.






